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Claudia Barrero is vice chairman of SCG Legal and a partner at Colombia member firm Prieto & Carrizosa, where 
she co-heads its mergers and acquisitions practice and heads the capital markets and securities practice.  She 
specializes in mergers and acquisitions of listed companies and has extensive experience in infrastructure 
projects and corporate governance matters.  She has advised issuers on IPOs and debt issues, as well as several 
Colombian and international clients in such matters as cross-border mergers and acquisitions and all related 
capital markets aspects.  She received her law degree from Universidad Externado de Colombia, a postgraduate 
degree in commercial law from Universidad de los Andes, and an LL.M. in international business legal studies 
from the University of Exeter.  
 
Lisa Borsook is executive partner of Ontario member firm WeirFoulds, one of the province’s top 10 law firms.  
She also chairs both the firm’s commercial leasing practice group and its client services committee and is a 
member of its business law practice and women lawyers groups.  She has authored more than 150 articles and 
lectures frequently at conferences and legal seminars.  Her practice encompasses a vast array of clients, large and 
small, local, regional, national and international, as well as numerous governments and government agencies, in 
connection with their retail, industrial, office and brownfields properties. She has been recognized as a leading 
practitioner by Lexpert and named one of the best lawyers in Canada in her practice area in Best Lawyers in 
Canada.  She completed her legal education at the University of Toronto.   
 
Ambassador Jose Ramon Cabanas Rodriguez is the Chief of Mission of the Cuban Interests Section of the 
Embassy of Switzerland in Washington, D.C.  He graduated from the Raul Roa Garcia Higher Institute of 
International Relations and has a Ph.D. in political science.  He began his diplomatic career at the Cuban Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, later becoming Secretary in the Cuban Embassy in Ottawa, Canada.  In 1993, he was appointed 
deputy director of the North American Affairs Division at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  From 1994 to 1998, he 
headed the Division of Cuban Residents Abroad; and from 1998 to 2001, the Division of Cuban Residents Abroad 
and Consular Affairs.  From 2001 to 2005, he was Ambassador of Cuba to Austria (accredited also to Croatia and 
Slovenia) and Permanent Representative to the International Organizations in Vienna.  He subsequently was 
promoted to Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, before assuming his current position in 2012. 
 
Matthew Cate began serving as executive director of the California State Association of Counties in November 
2012, after serving under two governors as Secretary of the California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation.  He currently represents California’s 58 counties at both the state and federal level, developing 
advocacy strategy and implementation on a wide variety of issues of importance to California counties.  As 
Corrections Secretary, he was instrumental in implementing sweeping reforms that resulted in reduced 
recidivism, the end of the prison overcrowding, reduced prison spending, and the realignment of many public 
safety services from the state to county level.  Prior to his appointment as Secretary, Mr. Cate served four years as 
California Inspector General.   He is a graduate of the University of Oregon School of Law. 
 
James Chen is director of public policy and associate general counsel for regulatory affairs at Tesla Motors, a 
California-based company that designs, manufactures and sells electric cars and electric vehicle powertrain 
components.  He previously was in private law practice at Crowell & Moring and before that at Hogan & Hartson, 
now Hogan Lovells.  He also served as an attorney at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  He is a graduate 
of the Case Western Reserve University School of Law.  
 
Rob Clarke is a partner in Florida member firm Ausley McMullen.  Board-certified by the Florida Bar in business 
litigation, he practices in the area of civil litigation and serves as trial counsel in a broad range of cases including 
complex commercial business disputes, significant personal injury and wrongful death claims, class actions, and 
other litigation and regulatory matters.  In addition to his litigation practice, he also teaches Florida civil 
procedure and trial practice at the Florida State University College of Law.  He also chairs the Florida Bar Civil 
Procedure Rules Committee.  He is a graduate of the Florida State University College of Law. 
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Michelle Dennedy is vice president and chief privacy officer at McAfee, where she is responsible for the 
development and implementation of its data privacy policies and practices.  Before joining McAfee, she founded 
the iDennedy Project, a public service organization, to address privacy needs in sensitive populations, such as 
children and the elderly, and emerging technology paradigms. She is also a founder and editor-in-chief of 
TheIdentityProject.com, which was started as an advocacy and education site, currently focused on the growing 
crime of child ID theft.  She was previously vice president for security and privacy solutions for Oracle.  Before 
Oracle’s acquisition of Sun, she was chief data governance officer in the cloud computing division at Sun 
Microsystems.  She received her J.D. from Fordham University School of Law.   
 
John Di Giusto is general counsel of the Jelly Belly Candy Company in Fairfield, California.  Before joining Jelly 
Belly, he practiced corporate and tax law at California (Sacramento) member firm Boutin Jones, serving as the 
firm’s managing shareholder.  He is Jelly Belly's first general counsel.  Ronald Reagan is credited with having made 
Jelly Belly beans a staple in the Oval Office, on Air Force One and Marine One during his presidency.   
 
Patrick Duxbury is a partner at United Kingdom (London) member firm Wragge & Co and head of its life sciences 
team.  He was originally a microbiologist and geneticist before becoming a lawyer in 1993.  He specializes in all 
aspects of transactional intellectual property law in the life sciences sector.  Recent transactions include several 
M&A transactions and licensing and collaboration deals for biotechnology and pharmaceutical company clients.  
He is recognized in all the directories as a leading individual in the field of technology licensing.  The 2011/2012 
edition of Intellectual Asset Management 250 describes him as “without doubt an outstanding expert and a 
leading practitioner in his field,” leading a “24-carat” life sciences team. 
 
Lily Fenn is cofounder and senior partner at Hong Kong member firm Lily Fenn & Partners, where she heads the 
firm’s litigation department.  She has had extensive experience handling appeals to the Privy Council and the 
Court of Final Appeal in Hong Kong, and is a frequent lecturer at law seminars and continuing legal education 
courses accredited by the Law Society of Hong Kong.  She also has a master's degree in aviation and pilots both 
fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters.  She was awarded a Doctor of Laws degree in 2007 by Armstrong University in 
California and the World Outstanding Chinese Award in recognition of her achievements both as a legal 
practitioner and an aviator. 
 
Brian Finch is a partner in Washington, DC, member firm Dickstein Shapiro, where he heads its global security 
practice.  Named by Washingtonian magazine in 2011 as one of the top 40 federal lobbyists under the age of 40, he 
is a recognized authority on global security matters who counsels clients on regulatory and government affairs 
issues involving the Department of Homeland Security, Congress, the Department of Defense, and other federal 
agencies. His focuses include liability mitigation, protection of critical infrastructure, state and local grant funds, 
WMD response preparations, chemical security, cyber security, and border and trade security.  He is a graduate of 
Geroge Washington University Law School. 
 
Alison Choy Flannigan is a partner in Australia (Sydney) member firm Holman Webb.  With over 20 years of 
corporate, commercial and regulatory experience, she specializes in advising clients in the health, aged care and 
life sciences industries.  Her clients include public and private hospital operators and health care providers.  She 
was previously general counsel of Ramsey Health Care Limited, one of Australia’s largest private hospital 
operators and a major ASX-listed company.  She also has served on numerous hospital committees and advisory 
boards. 
 
Paul Goldstein is the Lillick Professor of Law at Stanford University.  He has served as chairman of the U.S. Office 
of Technology Assessment Advisory Panel on Intellectual Property Rights in an Age of Electronics and 
Information, has been a visiting scholar at the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Patent, 
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Copyright, and Competition Law in Munich, Germany, and was a founding faculty member of the Munich 
Intellectual Property Law Center.  A globally recognized expert on intellectual property law, he is the author of an 
influential four-volume treatise on U.S. copyright law and a one-volume treatise on international copyright law, as 
well as leading casebooks on intellectual property and international intellectual property.  He has authored nine 
books including three novels devoted to intellectual property themes.  Havana Requiem, his most recent novel, has 
been awarded the 2013 Harper Lee Prize for Legal Fiction.  
 
Mark Gorton is a shareholder in California (Sacramento) member firm Boutin Jones.  He is a member of the firm's 
insolvency and creditor's rights and lender support groups.  He has been representing all types of parties in 
debtor-creditor and insolvency-related matters for nearly 30 years and has served as president of the Sacramento 
County Bar Association Bankruptcy Section.  He volunteers as a mediator in the Bankruptcy Dispute Resolution 
Program for the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of California.  He is a graduate of the 
University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law.   
 
K.C. Groves is managing director of Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe and chairman of SCG 
Legal.  His practice focuses on complex commercial litigation of all types.  Since 1991, he has successfully 
represented companies and individuals in jury trials, bench trials, appeals, arbitrations, mediations, regulatory 
proceedings and litigation-avoidance strategies.  He is a graduate of the University of Colorado School of Law. 
 
Robert Hagedorn is vice president and general counsel of GeoVera Holdings, Inc.  He has over 20 years of 
insurance-related regulatory and litigation experience.  GeoVera is a company whose subsidiaries provide leading 
residential insurance products, focused on catastrophe-exposed property in the homeowners and residential 
earthquake markets, operating in both admitted and surplus lines markets.  He is a graduate of the Santa Clara 
University School of Law. 
 
Penny Hobbs is a partner and chairman of the health law practice group at Texas member firm McGinnis, 
Lochridge & Kilgore and chairman of SCG Legal’s health and insurance practice section.  In addition to 
representing a broad range of health care industry clients, she also practices employment and transactional law.  
She offers the unique perspective and practical experience she gained in a 20-year career as a nurse, combined 
with a master’s degree in business.  She is also a certified mediator and trained arbitrator.  She received a B.S.N. 
from the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, an M.B.A. from the University of Houston, and a J.D. 
from the University of Houston Law Center. 
 
Mary Lane is a restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency lawyer at California (Los Angeles) member firm Mitchell, 
Silberberg & Knupp, where she represents creditors, debtors, purchasers of distressed assets, trustees, and 
creditors' committees.  She has extensive experience in healthcare, entertainment and intellectual property, and 
real estate restructuring. She also chairs SCG Legal’s bankruptcy section.  She is a graduate of the University of 
California Los Angeles School of Law.   
 
James Leet is a shareholder in California (Sacramento) member firm Boutin Jones and a member of its tax and 
corporate and securities groups.  He specializes in corporate, partnership and personal income tax planning and 
business advice to individuals and small and mid-sized businesses. He advises clients on issues relating to 
conservation easements, structure, formation and operation of partnerships, limited liability companies, and 
planning and implementation of corporate reorganizations, business sales and acquisitions. He also has extensive 
experience in advising on tax issues involving real estate transactions, like-kind exchanges and conveying 
conservation easements.  He is a graduate of the University of Santa Clara Law School. 
 
Joanne McNabb is director of privacy education and policy in the newly created privacy enforcement and 
protection unit in the California Department of Justice.  The unit protects Californians’ constitutionally guaranteed 
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right to privacy through civil enforcement of state and federal privacy laws, educates consumers and businesses, 
and makes recommendations to the Attorney General on privacy matters.  She is a Certified Information Privacy 
Professional, with specializations in government and information technology.  She serves on the Privacy Advisory 
Committee to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and is a Fellow of the Ponemon Institute, a research 
center on privacy, data protection and information security policy.  She attended Occidental College and holds a 
master’s degree in medieval literature from the University of California at Davis. 
 
W. A. Derry Millar is a partner at Ontario member firm WeirFoulds.  His practice focuses on aviation, commercial, 
environmental, insurance, products liability, intellectual property, and real estate matters.  He was elected a 
Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in 2001.  He has appeared in all levels of courts in Ontario, the 
Supreme Court of Canada, the Federal Court of Canada and the Supreme Court of British Columbia, as well as 
before various administrative tribunals, including the Environmental Appeal Board, Ontario Municipal Board, 
Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal, Anti-Dumping Tribunal, Ontario Energy Board, and Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board. He received his LL.B. from Dalhousie University. 
 
Philip Nolan is a partner and head of the commercial department at Ireland member firm Mason Hayes & Curran 
and is a member of its management committee.  He also leads its technology, media and communications team 
and its privacy and data protection team.  He has experience advising both public and private clients in relation to 
communications, information technology, broadcasting, intellectual property and competition law.  He has also 
developed a focused regulatory advisory practice specializing in data protection law. 
 
David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011.  Before joining SCG Legal, he was of counsel to the law firm of 
Howe Anderson & Steyer in Washington, DC.  Elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General 
Assembly, he served as deputy House minority whip and on the House Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources, Counties, Cities and Towns, and Militia, Police and Public Safety committees.  Previously, he was 
legislative director and chief counsel to the late U.S. Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served as 
chief of staff and counsel to then-U.S. Representative, now Assistant Senate Majority Leader, Richard Durbin of 
Illinois.  He received both his Ph.D. and J.D. from the University of Arizona. 
 
John Schultz is executive vice president and general counsel of Hewlett-Packard Company.   Before joining HP in 
2008, he was a partner in the litigation practice of Morgan Lewis, focusing on complex litigation, primarily 
defending consumer class-action, fiduciary liability, and technology-related commercial litigation.  He was 
previously at Drinker Biddle & Reath for 14 years, where he also specialized in commercial and product liability 
litigation.  He holds a J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
 
Divonne Smoyer is a partner in Washington, DC, member firm Dickstein Shapiro’s state attorneys general 
practice.  Recognized by Chambers as one of the country’s top attorneys in her field, she has extensive experience 
counseling major corporations through state-level investigations and legislative and policy issues.  She received 
her J.D. from Harvard Law School, where she was executive editor of the Harvard Women’s Law Journal. 
 
Robert Swanson is a shareholder in California (Sacramento) member firm Boutin Jones.  He is a member of the 
firm’s litigation group and serves on its board of directors.  He specializes in business, real estate and employment 
litigation.  His experience includes litigation involving antitrust and unfair competition claims, director and officer 
liability claims, shareholder disputes, partnership disputes and dissolutions, real property disputes, developer 
liability claims, and wrongful termination and discrimination claims.  He is a graduate of the University of the 
Pacific McGeorge School of Law.  
 
Melissa Salhab Sykes is a partner in Texas member firm McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore, where she concentrates 
her practice on representing electric-energy industry clients in transactional, regulatory and policy matters.  Her 
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experience includes representation of electric cooperative clients before the Public Utility Commission in 
rulemaking proceedings and contested cases, as well as legislative and policy matters.   In addition to electric 
cooperatives, she represents clients in Texas’ emerging renewable energy industry, including landowners in wind 
and solar lease negotiations, and renewable energy companies seeking to locate in Texas.  She is a graduate of the 
University of Texas School of Law. 
 
Brian Taylor is a shareholder in California (Sacramento) member firm Boutin Jones.  He has been practicing 
exclusively in the health care arena for over ten years and is particularly active in complex contractual disputes 
between health care providers and health care service plans. He represents clients in a broad range of lawsuits, 
among them actions involving ERISA plans, out-of-state payers, leased network PPOs, reasonableness of charges, 
coding for services, fee-for-service contract terms, capitated reimbursement, risk arrangements, hospital liens, 
uninsured/indigent policies and unfair competition.  He is a graduate of the University of the Pacific McGeorge 
School of Law. 
 
Kitt Turner is a member of Pennsylvania member firm Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, where she focuses her 
practice on bankruptcy, debtor/creditor, banking, and commercial law, including commercial litigation and lender 
liability. Her practice covers the full range of commercial litigation and bankruptcy, from small personal Chapter 
11 cases to large national cases. She has also been involved in resolution, workout and reorganization of 
distressed loans and investments in both the commercial and real estate areas, including matters involving the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Resolution Trust Company and distressed debt buyers who acquired 
troubled loans. She received her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law. 
 
Cristina Sanchez Vebber is a partner in Mexico member firm Sanchez Devanny, where she practices corporate, 
M&A and antitrust law.  She has extensive experience representing local and multinational clients in complex 
transactions, as well as in day-to-day matters relating to their businesses.  Her transactional experience includes 
transactions involving negotiations and dealings with governmental agencies.  Her antitrust experience includes 
the representation of a multinational group in the first Mexican administrative procedure to determine the 
responsibility for absolute monopolistic practices in Mexico, and in the procedure for reduction of penalties.  She 
completed her legal education at Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City. 
 
The Honorable James Ware joined JAMS after sixteen years as a civil litigator, and twenty-four as a judge. He 
served as a United States District Judge for the Northern District of California, including a year and a half as the 
Chief Judge of the Northern District.  Previously, he served as a judge on the Superior Court of California in Santa 
Clara County. Thanks to his extensive judicial career, he brings with him a wealth of experience derived from his 
management and resolution of thousands of cases across a wide variety of subjects.  Most notably, he presided 
over numerous cases involving patent infringement, securities fraud, antitrust, contract disputes, employment 
law, and various statutory actions.  He received his J.D. from the Stanford Law School. 
 
Arnold Weiner is a partner in Maryland member firm Rifkin, Weiner, Livingston, Levitan & Silver.  An experienced 
and highly regarded trial attorney and civil litigator, he has been listed in the Best Lawyers in America since 1995, 
has been a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers for the past twenty years and was listed in the Top Ten 
of Maryland Super Lawyers for five consecutive years.  He has been both an Assistant United States Attorney and 
Assistant Attorney General for the State of Maryland.  He was lead defense attorney in the high profile 
prosecutions of Maryland Governor Marvin Mandel, Congressman Edward Garmatz, and Baltimore Mayor Sheila 
A. Dixon, as well as many other notable criminal trials.  He currently serves on the Editorial Board of the Review of 
Law, following his service on the Editorial Board of the American Criminal Law Review in the 1980s.  
 
 
 


