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Luis Alcalde is of counsel to Ohio member firm Kegler, Brown, Hill & Ritter, where he focuses his practice on 
global business law issues, intellectual property matters and dispute resolution.  Born in Cuba and a native 
Spanish speaker, he regularly drafts and interprets Spanish language legal documents and contributes his skill 
and experience in client negotiations, documents and transactions of a cross-border nature.  He is a graduate of 
the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law and has an LL.M. from Capital University Law School. 
 
Claudia Barrero is vice chairman of SCG Legal and a partner at Colombia member firm Prieto & Carrizosa, where 
she co-heads its mergers and acquisitions practice and heads the capital markets and securities practice.  She 
specializes in mergers and acquisitions of listed companies and has extensive experience in infrastructure 
projects and corporate governance matters.  She has acted as adviser to issuers on IPOs and debt issues, as well as 
to several Colombian and international clients in such matters as cross-border mergers and acquisitions and all 
related capital markets aspects.  She received her law degree from Universidad Externado de Colombia, a 
postgraduate degree in commercial law from Universidad de los Andes, and an LL.M. in international business 
legal studies from the University of Exeter.  
 
Arthur Barrioneuvo is a senior consultant for Microanalysis and a professor of economics at Fundacao Getulio 
Vargas School of Economics.  Previously, he served as chairman of the board of Financiadora de Estudos e 
Projetos, a governmental financial institution dedicated to financing the research and development activities of 
Brazilian companies.  He has consulted with corporations and law firms in Brazil on competition policies and 
regulatory issues and lectures frequently on antitrust and regulatory policies in Brazil.   
 
Jose Antonio Brito is a member of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games Organizing Committee and chairman of its Golf 
Organizing Committee.  He attended Candido Mendes University Law School in Rio de Janeiro, after which he 
enrolled at the George Washington University Elliott School of International Affairs, where he earned both a B.A. 
and an M.A. in international affairs.  He later was appointed to the George Washington University Board of 
Trustees, becoming the first foreigner to be accorded this distinction.  Mr. Brito previously served as president of 
the National Newspaper Association of Brazil. 
 
Miguel Cortez is founding partner of the ZUVINOVA Group and director of research at Transactional Track 
Record.  He was previously a freelance legal journalist and law firm consultant based in Madrid.  In 2004, Mr. 
Cortez joined Legalease Ltd., ranking law firms for the international directory Legal 500 according to their 
transactional performance across a wide range of jurisdictions, including the United Kingdom, Spain, Portugal, 
Brazil, Malaysia and South Korea.  He has also published articles on Brazil, Spain and Portugal for Legal Business 
magazine, American Lawyer and In-house Lawyer.  
 
Sergio Rodrigues Costa is director of Investe Sao Paulo, which has responsibility for attracting new businesses to 
the state of Sao Paulo, promoting the image of the state in Brazil and abroad, and fostering stronger ties with 
domestic and international companies and organizations.  Previously, he was deputy director of Apex-Brasil, 
which promotes Brazilian products and services abroad and attracts foreign investments to strategic sectors of 
the Brazilian economy.  He earned a master’s degree in organizational leadership at Azusa Pacific University in 
California.  
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Judge Fausto Martin De Sanctis is one of 43 Desembargador Federal of the Tribunal Regional Federal of the 3rd 
Region (Brazil Federal Court of Appeals in Sao Paulo).  Best-known in Brazil for his efforts to thwart corruption, 
tax evasion and money laundering, Judge De Sanctis has dedicated his career to trying white-collar crime cases.  
He gained fame for his decisions in several controversial cases, especially for taking on Boris Abramovich 
Berezovsky in the Corinthian football corruption scandal.  He received his law degree from Centro Universitario 
das Faculdades Metropolitanas Unidas.  He also holds a Ph.D. in criminal law from the University of Sao Paulo and 
teaches at the University of St. Jude and the National Institute of Graduate Studies. 
  
Luciano Dequech is general counsel of Odebrecht Agroindustrial.  He previously taught civil law at Universidade 
de Sao Paulo.  He was named “Best In-house Lawyer” in the M&A Individual category by the International Law 
Office (ILO) in 2011, as well as “Top Corporate Counsel Under 40” by Latin Lawyer magazine.  He received his 
bachelor of law at Universidade de Sao Paulo, a postgraduate diploma in consumer law from Pontificia 
Universidade Catolica, a master’s degree in civil law from Universidade de Sao Paulo, and an LL.M. degree in 
corporate law from Instituto Brasileiro de Mercado de Capitais.  
 
Ronaldo Machado Assumpcao Filho is in-house counsel at Brazilian mining company Vetria Mineracao.  His 
practice encompasses all aspects of law, including regulatory and real estate matters, litigation, coordination of 
corporate transactions, due diligence, drafting and negotiation of contracts, banking and capital markets.  He 
holds a J.D. from Pontificia Universidade Catolica and a postgraduate degree in corporate law from Fundacao 
Getulio Vargas. 
 
Bruce Horowitz is a partner in Ecuador member firm Paz Horowitz Robalino Garces, where he practices in the 
areas of anti-corruption, international intellectual property, and litigation risk and settlement value analysis.  He 
served as president of Jatun Sacha Foundation, the largest private tropical forest protection organization in 
Ecuador.  He received his law degree from New York University Law School and a postgraduate diploma in 
prevention of public corruption at Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Ecuador in Quito. 
 
Jose Ricardo de Bastos Martins is a partner in Brazil member firm Peixoto e Cury Advogados.   He previously 
served as a foreign associate in the New York offices of Stairs, Dillenbeck, Finley & Rendon and Sidley Austin 
Brown & Wood.  He received his bachelor of law at Universidade de Sao Paulo and his LL.M. in corporate law at 
New York University.  
 
Elias Marques de Medeiros Neto is head of litigation at Cosan SA Industria e Comercio, a Brazil-based company 
primarily engaged in the sale of fuels.  Previously, he was civil litigation team leader at Barbosa, Mussnich & 
Aragon, one of Brazil’s leading law firms.  He received his law degree from Universidade de Sao Paulo.    
 
Ellen Gracie Northfleet is the first woman to have been appointed to the Brazilian Supreme Federal Tribunal and 
its first female president.  In addition to serving as president (chief justice), she has also served as vice president 
of the Federal Electoral Court and president of the National Judicial Council.  She was a Fulbright Scholar at 
American University and also served as a jurist-in-residence at the Law Library of Congress.  Born in Rio de 
Janeiro, Justice Northfleet is a graduate of the law school of Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul and has a 
master’s degree in social anthropology from the same university.   
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David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011.  Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe Anderson 
& Steyer in Washington, DC.  Elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General Assembly, he served 
as deputy House minority whip.  He was also legislative director and chief counsel to the late U.S. Senator Terry 
Sanford of North Carolina and later served as chief of staff and counsel to then-U.S. Representative, now Assistant 
Senate Majority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois.  He received both his Ph.D. and his law degree from the 
University of Arizona. 
 
Javier Robalino is a partner in Ecuador member firm Paz Horowitz Robalino Garces.  His practice focuses 
primarily on international arbitration, investment planning, energy and international tax law. He received his J.D. 
from Universidad Catolica de Quito and his LL.M. from Duke University School of Law. 
 
Daniel Sibille is Latin America Compliance Counsel at Oracle in Sao Paulo.  Previously, he headed Novo Nordisk’s 
legal and compliance department in Sao Paulo, where among other things he was responsible for internal 
investigations in Brazil and improvement of the company’s business ethics and compliance program.  He received 
his bachelor’s degree in law and civil law at Mackenzie Presbyterian University and completed a postgraduate 
degree in corporate law at Fundacao Getulio Vargas.  
 
Frederico Jose Straube is president of the Brazil-Canada Chamber of Commerce Arbitration and Mediation 
Center.  Previously, he was a member of the Commission of the Citizen's Forum, acting as a consultant to the Bar 
Association of Brazil in the area of constitutional law.  He received his law degree from Universidade de Sao Paulo 
and his master’s degree in constitutional law at Pontificia Universidade Catolica de Sao Paulo.  
 
Frederico Mattos Tapias is general counsel of Telefonica Digital Brazil, the local digital arm of the Spanish 
conglomerate Telefonica.  His practice encompasses general corporate law, commercial contracts and regulatory 
matters.  He holds a J.D. from Universidade de Sao Paulo, a postgraduate degree in civil procedure and tax law 
from Centro de Estudos de Extensao Universitaria, and an LL.M. degree in international business from American 
University Washington College of Law. 
 
William Thornton chairs Minnesota member firm Larkin Hoffman’s corporate law department.  His practice 
focuses on domestic and international business transactions, with an emphasis on international licensing, 
distribution, franchising, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and general commercial matters. He works with 
clients regarding the business aspects, as well as the legal aspects, of various business transactions.  He is a 
graduate of Hamline University School of Law.   
 
Stephen Younger is past president of the New York State Bar Association and a leading commercial litigator, also 
well-known for his alternative dispute resolution work.  Having been with Patterson Belknap since 1985, Mr. 
Younger has more than 25 years of experience as a commercial litigator.  As a seasoned trial lawyer, he has tried 
many cases in federal and state courts and before arbitration panels.  He also frequently argues appeals, 
particularly in the appellate courts of New York.  Based on his significant alternative dispute resolution 
experience, he is often called on to serve as an arbitrator or mediator in high-stakes matters.  He is a graduate of 
the Albany Law School. 


