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John Albright is global insurance brokerage HUB International’s chief legal officer and a member of its executive 

management team. Prior to assuming his current role, Mr. Albright served as executive vice president and general 

counsel for Information Resources, a billion-dollar data, technology and market research company with operations in 

14 countries. He also previously served as general counsel for Accenture HR Services and as both division counsel 

and intellectual property counsel for Network Solutions. Mr. Albright began his legal career in Atlanta as an 

intellectual property and technology attorney with both Alston & Bird and Finnegan Henderson, focusing on complex 

litigation before state and federal courts and the International Trade Commission. He is a graduate of Vanderbilt 

University Law School.  

Thomas Bähler is a partner at Switzerland member firm Kellerhals Carrard, where his practice is focused primarily 

on corporate law including cross-border legal work and international transactions. He is a member of the SCG Legal 

board of directors and serves as the firm’s official SCG Legal representative. Mr. Bähler completed his doctorate in 

law at the University of Berne. He also holds an LL.M. from Duke University School of Law.  

James Banks, Jr. is general counsel of the 300,000-member Society for Human Resource Management, where he 

oversees the work of outside counsel and serves as SHRM’s key lawyer and legal advisor on major business 

transactions. Previously, Mr. Banks was city attorney for the City of Alexandria, Virginia, representing and advising 

the mayor, city council, city manager and city departments. He also previously served as a partner at Seyfarth Shaw 

and McGuireWoods, where he focused on employment litigation. Mr. Banks has an extensive background in legal 

ethics and spent over ten years in the Virginia State Bar Disciplinary system, ultimately chairing the Virginia State 

Bar Disciplinary Board. He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and Virginia Army National Guard and a graduate of the 

University of Virginia School of Law.  

Carl Bernstein is an on-air political contributor for CNN and a contributing editor of Vanity Fair magazine. For the 

last 40 years, his writing, reporting, and commentary have revealed the inner workings of government politics and the 

hidden stories of Washington, D.C., and its leaders. He is the author of five best-selling books including his most 

recent national best-seller, A Woman-in-Charge: The Life of Hillary Clinton. He is currently at work on several 

multimedia projects, including a memoir about growing up at a Washington newspaper, The Evening Star, during the 

Kennedy era, and a dramatic TV series about the United States Congress for HBO. Mr. Bernstein was born and raised 

in Washington, D.C., and began his journalism career at 16 as a copyboy for The Washington Evening Star, becoming 

a reporter at 19.  

Lisa Borsook is executive partner at Ontario member firm WeirFoulds, one of the province’s top ten law firms. She 

also chairs both the firm’s commercial leasing practice group and its client services committee and is a member of its 

business law practice and women lawyers’ groups. She has authored more than 150 articles and lectures frequently at 

conferences and legal seminars. Her practice encompasses a vast array of clients, large and small, local, regional, 

national and international, as well as numerous governments and government agencies, in connection with their retail, 

industrial, office and brownfields properties. A member of the SCG Legal board of directors, she completed her legal 

education at the University of Toronto.   

Timothy Brightbill is a partner at Washington, D.C., member firm Wiley Rein, where he represents clients on all 

aspects of international trade law and policy including import trade remedies, global trade policy and trade 

negotiations, renewable energy and climate change policy, digital trade, international telecommunications, and 

customs enforcement matters. He has also been an adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law Center for 16 

years. Mr. Brightbill is rated among the nation’s leading lawyers for business by Chambers USA, which notes that he 

“has a penetrating intelligence and deep knowledge of dense trade issues.” Clients have said that they “can rely on 

him to come through for [them]” and that he brings “new and valuable perspectives to [their] interactions with U.S. 

regulators.” He is a graduate of Georgetown University Law Center. 
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Celeste Bruce co-chairs Maryland member firm Rifkin Weiner Livingston’s complex civil and commercial litigation 

practice and has over 25 years of experience in broad-based commercial and complex civil litigation in state and 

federal courts and before administrative and arbitral tribunals. Ms. Bruce’s experience also includes representation of 

clients involving sports franchise and media rights law, ADA compliance, state and local taxing issues, business torts, 

corporation and partnership dissolution, corporate governance, election law and referendum issues, franchise disputes, 

catastrophic injury and medical malpractice. A member of the SCG Legal board of directors, Ms. Bruce received her 

J.D. from Catholic University Columbus School of Law. 

Lisa Cleary is managing partner of New York City member firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler, where she works 

closely with a broad range of corporations and tax-exempt organizations on employment issues related to their 

highest-level executives and other key employees. Her practice includes assisting clients in employment-related 

litigation matters before administrative agencies, state and federal courts. She frequently defends clients facing 

EEOC, Department of Labor, and New York City Human Rights Commission charges, audits and inquiries. She also 

advises clients with respect to employment contracts and regularly defends clients in wrongful discharge cases. Ms. 

Cleary received her J.D. from Duke University School of Law. 

Kelley Duke chairs Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton’s litigation practice group. An experienced trial attorney, 

Ms. Duke prosecutes and defends companies in a variety of industries including real estate development and 

construction, accounting, marketing and public relations, franchising, snow sports, oil and gas, special districts, and 

ranch properties regarding matters that involve breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, antitrust issues, the 

protection of intellectual property and trade secrets, residential and commercial real estate litigation, development and 

water rights disputes, commerce clause and equal protection claims, employment law issues and construction defect 

disputes. She is a graduate of Capital University Law School and secretary of SCG Legal. 

Wayne Egan is managing partner at Ontario member firm WeirFoulds, where he also chairs the firm’s securities 

practice group. He has advised investment dealers and advisors in a broad range of financing transactions and has 

represented investment and mutual funds regarding regulatory registrations and qualification for distribution across 

Canada. His corporate law experience also includes matters relating to share purchase and sale agreements, 

shareholder agreements and commercial contracts. Mr. Egan is a frequent presenter at client and professional 

seminars and had authored several articles on corporate governance issues. He received his LL.B. from Queen’s 

University. 

Michael Ellenhorn is a lawyer and solicitor, with more than 20 years of experience building professional services 

businesses, including 14 years providing legal recruitment services throughout Europe, the Middle East, North 

America and Asia. Prior to his career in executive search, he was a trial lawyer and a legislative analyst in the U.S. 

Senate. Mr. Ellenhorn is a frequent speaker and author on lateral partner integration and the critical importance of 

using competitive intelligence to mitigate risk. He received his law degree from Washington University in St. Louis 

School of Law. 

Felicity Fowler is a partner at Texas member firm McGinnis Lochridge, where she represents employers in all facets 

of employment law. A Texas Board of Legal Specialization-certified specialist in the field of labor and employment 

law, she has represented employers in state and federal courts, arbitrations, and agency proceedings at the EEOC, 

Department of Labor, OFCCP and Texas Workforce Commission, among others. Ms. Fowler also regularly works 

with clients on complex employment matters such as wage and hour, discrimination and harassment, retaliation, 

leaves of absence, employee terminations, accommodations, affirmative action plans, pay equity, trade secrets, non-

competition and non-solicitation covenants, whistleblowers and reductions in force. Ms. Fowler is a graduate of 

Georgetown University Law Center. 
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Regina Hopper is senior vice president of global public policy for Gridsmart Technologies. Prior to joining 

Gridsmart, she served as president and CEO of ITS America, the country’s largest industry association advocating for 

research and deployment of intelligent transportation systems, president and CEO of America’s Natural Gas Alliance, 

executive vice president of US Telecom and the American Trucking Associations and senior vice president of 

litigation communications for Ryan McGinn. Ms. Hopper is an Emmy Award-winning former network news 

correspondent for CBS Evening News, CBS Morning News, CBS Weekend News, and 48 Hours. As a former 

chairman of the Miss America Foundation board of trustees and member of the Miss America Organization board of 

directors, she has recently rejoined the organization to assist in instituting new governance and management best 

practices, serving in a volunteer capacity as the organization’s president and CEO. As Miss Arkansas, Ms. Hopper 

won the non-finalist talent award at the 1984 Miss America competition and led that year’s Miss America USO tour. 

She is a graduate of the University of Arkansas School of Law. 

Karoline Jackson is a partner in the litigation department of Indiana member firm Barnes & Thornburg, where she 

also serves as the firm’s general counsel. She represents businesses and individuals in civil litigation matters in both 

state and federal courts throughout the United States. Ms. Jackson concentrates her practice in the areas of complex 

commercial litigation, real estate litigation and securities litigation. In 2016, she was listed by Indiana Super 

Lawyers® for her work in business litigation, construction litigation, and securities litigation. She has also been listed 

by The Best Lawyers® in America for her work in commercial litigation. Ms. Jackson was awarded her J.D. by 

Indiana University Maurer School of Law. 

Cheslie Kryst is an associate at North Carolina member firm Poyner Spruill, where she focuses her practice on 

government and business-related disputes, constitutional litigation and construction disputes in the firm’s Charlotte 

office. Ms. Kryst beat out 50 other contestants May 2nd to become Miss USA 2019 and will go on to represent the 

United States in the Miss Universe pageant December 19th in South Korea. In addition to her law practice and 

pageants, she runs a fashion blog, “White Collar Glam,” that focuses on workwear fashion for women. She also 

volunteers at Dress for Success, an international nonprofit organization that empowers women to achieve economic 

independence by providing a network of support, professional attire and the development tools women need to thrive 

at work and in life. Ms. Kryst received both her M.B.A. and J.D. from Wake Forest University. 

Jim Mintz is founder and CEO of the Mintz Group. He has spent more than thirty years conducting investigations, 

primarily for law firms and general counsel. Mr. Mintz helped pioneer the use of sophisticated resources by law firms 

in the 1970s as an in-house investigator at a Washington, D.C., law firm. In 1980, Newsweek said about the unique in-

house group: “What sets [them] apart . . . is their ability to take comprehensive looks at complicated situations and 

make sense out of them.” Mr. Mintz co-founded The Investigative Group in 1984, serving as its president and co-

owner for a decade. During that time, IGI became one of the leading investigative firms in the country and was cited 

by The New York Times as being “the gold standard for financial private detection.” He founded the Mintz Group in 

1994.  

Thad Morgan is a partner at Michigan member firm Fraser Trebilcock Davis & Dunlap, where he chairs the firm’s 

litigation practice. An “AV” peer review-rated attorney, he has over twenty years of litigation experience in both state 

and federal courts and is listed as one of The Best Lawyers® in America in the area of litigation. Mr. Morgan 

currently serves as vice chairman of SCG Legal. He is a graduate of the University of Detroit School of Law. 

Paul Plunkett is a shareholder in the corporate law practice group and a member of the board of directors at 

Minnesota member firm Larkin Hoffman. He practices in the areas of corporate, commercial and business law and 

has extensive experience in mergers and acquisitions, financing transactions, business organization, development and 

planning, shareholder matters, contract matters, and manufacturing and product distribution matters. Mr. Plunkett is a 

member of the SCG Legal board of directors and a graduate of the William Mitchell College of Law.  
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David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011. Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe Anderson 

& Steyer in Washington, D.C. He was elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General Assembly, 

where he served as deputy House minority whip. Mr. Poisson was also legislative director and chief counsel to the 

late Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served as chief of staff and counsel to then-Representative, 

now Assistant Senate Minority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois. He received his Ph.D. and J.D. from the University 

of Arizona and his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Duane Pozza is a partner at Washington, D.C., member firm Wiley Rein, where he advises clients on key legal issues, 

advocacy positions, and regulatory compliance involving consumer uses of developing technology. He advises on 

matters involving blockchain, artificial intelligence, Internet of Things, fintech, mobile payments, and other tech-

related innovations, and counsels on a range of legal and regulatory issues including privacy and data governance. 

Prior to joining the firm, he was an assistant director in the division of financial practices at the Federal Trade 

Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Protection, where he led consumer protection efforts in financial technology and 

other sectors, and supervised investigations and enforcement actions involving consumer protection issues on 

technology platforms. He also led the FTC’s fintech forum series, focusing on financial regulatory, data privacy and 

security, and other consumer protection issues in artificial intelligence, peer-to-peer payments, online lending, 

cryptocurrencies, and blockchain. Mr. Pozza is a graduate of Stanford Law School. 

Justin Ripman is senior partner at U.K. member firm Mills & Reeve, where he chairs the board and oversees the 

firm’s strategy across its offices in six cities in England. For the past 25 years he has headed up the firm’s landed 

estate practice, representing some of the largest stately homes in the country, providing overall strategic tax and trust 

advice and dealing with complex trust issues and reorganizations both for U.K. and offshore trustees. He also 

previously headed the firm’s private client team and has been a key player in building private client work as a core 

sector of the firm. He studied law at the University of Cambridge. 

Guillermo de la Rosa Stolk is managing partner of Venezuela member firm Torres Plaz & Araujo, where he also 

heads the firm’s business consultancy practice. Before joining the firm, he was a foreign associate in the New York 

City office of Chadbourne & Parke, which merged with Norton Rose Fulbright in 2017. His practice is principally 

focused on national and international negotiations of mergers and acquisitions, public and private issues, joint 

ventures and other forms of associations. Mr. de la Rosa also advises clients on state and municipal tax matters and 

estate planning. He is active in the International Bar Association and the Venezuela chapter of the Inter-American Bar 

Association. Mr. de la Rosa completed his legal education at Universidad Católica Andrés Bello. 

Peter Shields is managing partner of Washington, D.C., member firm Wiley Rein, where he is responsible for the 

development and implementation of the firm’s long-term strategy, focusing on client service, value billing, 

operational efficiencies, diversity, and tactical growth. He also chairs the executive and management committees and 

leads the firm’s efforts to provide exceptional, effective, and value-based legal services. Mr. Shields has over 25 years 

of experience working with clients in all sectors of the communications and telecommunications industry. A former 

president of the Federal Communications Bar Association, his practice is principally focused on providing regulatory 

and public policy advocacy to wireline telephone companies, wireless carriers, and providers of satellite, video, and 

other communications services. Mr. Shields received his J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law.  

Norman Snyder is managing partner and chair of Manitoba member firm Taylor McCaffrey. He has been listed by 

The Best Lawyers® in Canada in the fields of corporate and securities law every year since 2009. With extensive 

experience in corporate finance, his clients include both major national and multinational companies as well as 

owner-managed businesses. A member of the Manitoba Motion Picture Industry Association, Mr. Snyder also 

represents film, multimedia, music and literary clients, assisting companies and individuals in contract negotiations 

and the development, financing, production, distribution and protection of their intellectual property. He received his 

LL.B. at Osgoode Hall Law School. 
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Richard Sofield is a partner at Washington, D.C., member firm Wiley Rein. Mr. Sofield has more than 24 years of 

experience in U.S. national security legal and public policy matters in both the public and private sectors, working 

closely with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the National Intelligence Council, the Federal Communications 

Commission, the National Security Council, the Executive Office of the President, and the U.S. Departments of 

Treasury, Defense, Homeland Security, State, Commerce, and Energy, as well as other agencies evaluating foreign 

investment-related issues. He represents clients in matters involving U.S. national security issues, cross-border 

transactions, and government investigations. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Sofield served as director of the National 

Security Division’s Foreign Investment Review Staff at the U.S. Department of Justice, where he oversaw DOJ’s 

participation in the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, including the review of over 1,000 

acquisitions and efforts to prohibit multiple transactions on national security grounds. He is a graduate of Hofstra 

University School of Law. 

Richard Stobbe is an intellectual property lawyer, trademark agent and certified licensing professional at Alberta 

member firm Field Law, where he helps midsized software vendors, company founders and owner-operators resolve 

issues pertaining to corporate transactions involving intellectual property assets. He also works with technology 

companies involved with oil and gas services, fintech, remote data collection, Internet of Things, artificial 

intelligence, agriculture, insurance and university-based technology transfer. Mr. Stobbe has taught graduate-level 

intellectual property law classes at the University of Calgary and been a guest lecturer at Mount Royal University 

Bissett School of Business and the University of British Columbia Faculty of Law in Vancouver. He has spoken to 

numerous industry groups on the legal aspects of smart contracts and distributed ledger technologies and is a member 

of the fintech and blockchain committee of the Licensing Executives Society. Mr. Stobbe received his LL.B. from the 

University of British Columbia. 

Erica Tarpey is managing director of Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe. She is also a skilled 

business attorney with experience in a wide variety of matters including corporate governance, business formation, 

SEC compliance and corporate finance. Prior to joining Ireland Stapleton, Ms. Tarpey was chief corporate counsel for 

Citadel, a global financial institution based in Chicago. In that role, she oversaw the corporate compliance aspects of 

more than 100 entities, drafted SEC filings, and prepared corporate documents and loan agreements. Ms. Tarpey has 

also handled various employment matters including non-competition and non-solicitation agreements, training and 

investigations. She is a graduate of the University of Colorado School of Law. 

Cynthia Tobisman is a partner at Greines, Martin, Stein & Richland in Los Angeles, where she practices appellate 

law. Under the name C. E. Tobisman, she has published two novels featuring hacker-turned-lawyer Caroline Auden. 

Her first book, Doubt, was published in 2016, and the sequel, Proof, for which she was awarded the 2018 Harper Lee 

Prize for Legal Fiction, was released in 2017. She is the eighth winner of the prize, which is awarded for “a book-

length work of fiction that best illuminates the role of lawyers and their power to effect change.” A graduate of the 

University of California Berkeley School of Law, Ms. Tobisman has been named a “rising star” in appeals by Super 

Lawyers® five times and has regularly been included on the Super Lawyers® and Best Lawyers® lists of top 

appellate attorneys. She has also received the president’s award from the Beverly Hills Bar Association for her work 

on amicus briefs in the California Supreme Court on appellate issues of public interest. 

Alice van der Schee is a partner at Netherlands member firm Van Benthem & Keulen, where she specializes in 

corporate law. She advises both domestic and foreign companies, including a substantial number of large German 

companies, on internal corporate issues such as codetermination and employment law. In addition, she often 

represents clients in national and international trade disputes. She completed her legal studies in Rotterdam and has 

been practicing law since 1990. She has also been a registered Rechtsanwältin in the district of Düsseldorf since 1995. 

Ms. van der Schee also chairs SCG Legal. 
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Charles Vernon is managing partner of Romania member firm Vernon David, where he specializes in mergers and 

acquisitions, real estate transactions and corporate finance. He has extensive mergers and acquisitions experience and 

in the last several years has completed billions of dollars in such transactions in Eastern Europe. He has also advised 

borrowers and banks in lending transactions including syndications and bonds. A certified compliance and ethics 

professional, Mr. Vernon has worked on numerous compliance-related matters as well as on fraud and employee 

malfeasance cases, including investigations of possible violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and matters 

before the Romanian anti-corruption authority. He regularly advises companies and investors on corporate best 

practices. Mr. Vernon is a graduate of Emory University School of Law. 

Bob Woodward is associate editor of The Washington Post and the author of 18 national best-selling books. He has 

won nearly every American journalism award, and in addition to recognition for his work on Watergate, he was the 

main reporter for The Post’s articles on the aftermath of the September 11th terrorist attacks, which won the National 

Affairs Pulitzer Prize in 2002. He also won the Gerald R. Ford Prize for Distinguished Reporting on the Presidency in 

2003 and was called “the best pure reporter of his generation, perhaps ever” by The Weekly Standard. Former CIA 

Director and Secretary of Defense Robert Gates once remarked that he wishes he’d recruited Mr. Woodward to join 

the CIA. According to Secretary Gates, “His ability to get people to talk about stuff they shouldn’t be talking about is 

just extraordinary and may be unique.” Mr. Woodward graduated from Yale University in 1965 and served five years 

as a communications officer in the U.S. Navy before beginning his journalism career at the Montgomery County 

Sentinel (Maryland), where he was a reporter for one year before joining The Post.       

Sherilyn Burnett Young is a founder and shareholder at New Hampshire member firm Rath, Young and Pignatelli, 

where she heads the firm’s environmental practice group and assists clients on federal and state environmental 

matters, real estate transactions, and business and finance transactions. Ms. Young focuses her practice on 

environmental law and environmental litigation including environmental compliance, permits and approvals, and real 

estate transactions involving contaminated properties. She has extensive experience in litigation with state and federal 

regulators and has achieved numerous successful settlements for industrial, commercial and municipal clients in a 

variety of cases. She also has considerable experience in general corporate law, public and private financing, and 

estates and trusts. She is general counsel for a large, nonprofit healthcare foundation and advises several nonprofits. 

She previously served as legislative counsel to former New Hampshire governor Judd Gregg and was the first woman 

to chair SCG Legal. Ms. Young is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire School of Law.      

    

 


