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R O S E  L A W  F I R M  

 
 

TO:  Clients 
FROM:  Rose Law Firm, a Professional Association 
DATE:  March 27, 2020 
RE:  Handling Evictions during COVID-19 Pandemic  

In the midst of this health and economic crisis, many tenants are likely to 
either fail to make or get behind in making rent payments.  While a number of 
states have suspended evictions statewide, and HUD has suspended evictions and 
foreclosures nationwide, Arkansas has not taken action at the statewide level to 
suspend evictions of tenants at this time.  Governor Hutchinson has not indicated a 
willingness to issue such an order unless it becomes a “serious problem” and 
instead noted that businesses were being “reasonable.”  

 
However, landlords should be aware of potential local restrictions and 

prohibitions against enforcement on eviction or unlawful detainer proceedings that 
could affect the ability to recover possession of property from a delinquent tenant.  
On March 17, 2020, the Administrative Judge for Perry and Pulaski Counties 
entered an order suspending the issuance of writs of possession in eviction or 
unlawful proceedings.  See attached.  Note that this order applies to all divisions 
other than the 6th Division in Pulaski County.  This order does not prevent the 
property owner or manager from filing a lawsuit to evict the tenant, engaging in 
discovery, filing other pleadings and asking for a ruling on dispositive motions.  
Rather, it only rather prevents them from obtaining the order allowing a sheriff to 
remove the tenant from the property.  The order does not have an end date but says 
it will “dissolve as soon as is deemed advisable in the interests of Public Safety and 
upon the further Orders of the Court.”  Additionally, even if the writ is issued, we 
have learned that certain county sheriff’s offices may not serve them, which is a 
requirement under the statute to evict the tenant. 

 
Finally, any eviction or unlawful detainer proceedings may also be affected 

by the March 17, 2020 per curiam order issued by the Arkansas Supreme Court 
that prohibits in person court proceedings except in certain limited circumstances.   
For example, if the tenant timely challenges the request for a writ of possession, a 
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hearing is required to be held.  The inability to hear the dispute may result in a 
delay in enforcement. 

 
 If clients have Arkansas tenants against whom they wish to institute 

eviction proceedings, due to rapidly changing circumstances and a patchwork of 
local restrictions, we recommend that they contact us for further guidance on 
moving the case forward. 

 
 For information on suspensions in other states, there are a number of 

articles addressing this issue found below, though we cannot speak to the accuracy 
of same: 

 
https://www.fool.com/millionacres/real-estate-market/articles/cities-and-

states-that-have-paused-evictions-due-to-covid-19/ 
 
https://www.newsweek.com/coronavirus-evictions-renters-1493944 
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lH THE 6H CTRcuItr couftTs oF PtIT.AsxT AHD PERRY COUi*T}ES, ARXAITSAS

]N RE PEfiTIONS FOR WRTTS OF POSSESSION

PERTAINING TO REALPROPfRTY Ho.6,(f,Y-

EMERGENCY ORDER DEFERRTNG REQUESTS FOR WRTTS OF-POSSESSION

NOW, ON THIS DAY, the Judges of the 5s Judicial Circuit, with the exception of 66 DMsion, in

recognilion of the Eftraordinary Grcumstances occasioned bythe advent of the Covid-19 alkla
'Novel C.oronaviruJ Heahh Emergency, DOTH FIND, ORDER AND ADJUDGE THE FOLLOWING,

To-Wit:

1. As Concerns existingor subsequenth/filed Petitions for Writs of Possession to Real

Property, such Writs SHALL BE DEFERRED AND HELD lN ABEYANCE pending further
Orders of the Court.

2. ln the interim, parties are free to engage in discovery or to file pleadings in anticipation

of future hearings, orfor rulings on dispositive motions followingthe easing of the

Heahh Crisis.

3. This Emergency Order shall dissohe as soon as is deemed advisable in the interests of

Public Safety and upon the further Orders of the Court-

IT IS SO ORDERED. /Uffi
Judge Vann Smith, Administrative Judge

Fulaski and Perry Counties

3-17 -20ao

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
Pulaski County Circuit Court

Terri Hollingsworth, Circuit/County Clerk

2020-Mar-17  09:03:24
60CV-50-14

1 Page


	From:  Rose Law Firm, a Professional Association
	Date:  March 27, 2020
	RE:  Handling Evictions during COVID-19 Pandemic

