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Randy Armentrout, Shareholder, Nyemaster Goode (Iowa): A veteran lawyer with more than 25 years under 
his belt, Randy looks at situations from many angles. “I consider myself a creative person and am constantly 
thinking outside the box.” Randy knows one size doesn’t fit all. He moves from corporate offices to 
courtrooms looking for the best solutions to ever-changing challenges to businesses.  

Thomas Beckett, Parsons Behle & Latimer (Utah): Tom is a partner in the firm’s litigation practice group and 
practices primarily in commercial litigation. He Chairs the firm's bankruptcy practice group, and has been 
trained as a mediator at the Harvard Law School’s Program on Negotiation. 

Reginald Belcher, Shareholder, Turner Padget (South Carolina): Reggie is certified as a Specialist in 
Employment and Labor Law by the South Carolina Supreme Court and is the firm’ Practice Group Manager for 
its Workplace Litigation Team, which includes attorneys who practice labor and employment law, workers’ 
compensation, and professional liability and licensing.  

Brent Boisvert, Field Law (Canada - Northwest Territories): Brent has a strong aboriginal and real estate 
practice as well as experience in the cannabis industry. His practice is focused primarily on real estate, 
assisting business owners and individuals in purchasing property. Brent works with real estate investors using 
strategies including agreements for sale, rent to own, fix and flip, and joint ventures as they apply to all these 
creative strategies. His clients include individuals, small to mid-sized businesses, and real estate investors. 

Jonathan Brill, Futurist, Strategist, and Author of Rogue Waves: Jonathan is the managing director of 
Resilient Growth Partners and a board member at Frost & Sullivan, a major market intelligence firm with 
offices in 46 countries. His hobby is contributing as the Futurist-in-Residence at Territory Studio, the creative 
visionaries behind the sci-fi tech in Stephen Spielberg’s Ready Player One, Ghost in the Shell, and Blade 
Runner 2049, where he creates products and better worlds for supervillains and real-life heroes. He is an in-
demand thought leader, speaker, and contributor for TED, Singularity University, Korn Ferry, J.P. Morgan, 
Forbes, and the Harvard Business Review. He holds a degree in industrial design from Pratt Institute, spent 
years as a research consultant to the MIT Media Lab, and in management training at the Stanford University 
Graduate School of Business. 

Celeste Bruce, Partner, Rifkin Weiner Livingston (Maryland): Celeste is Co-chair of the RWL’s Complex Civil 
and Commercial Litigation practice. She has twenty-five years of experience in broad-based commercial and 
complex civil litigation in state and federal courts and before administrative and arbitral tribunals. Her 
experience includes but is not limited to litigating commercial, business, stockholder and partnership 
disputes and dissolutions, land use and zoning matters, contract disputes, fraud and fraudulent transfers, 
commercial bankruptcy adversarial proceedings, preferences disputes, derivative claims, employment 
disputes, appeals and appellate practice, and regulatory and agency adversary proceedings.  

Rob Clarke, Jr, Shareholder, Ausley McMullen (Florida): Rob is board certified by The Florida Bar in Business 
Litigation. Board certification is The Florida Bar’s highest level of evaluation and denotes “Legal Expert” 
status. Rob practices in the area of civil litigation and serves as trial counsel in a broad range of cases 
including complex commercial business disputes, significant personal injury and wrongful death claims, class 
actions, and other litigation and regulatory matters. He is known for his legal analysis, strategic thinking, and 
focus on results. His clients include national corporations, state and local governments, construction 
companies, estates, partnerships, and individuals with comprehensive litigation requirements.  
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Douglas Dodds, Managing Partner, Partner, McGinnis, Lochridge (Texas): Doug serves as the firm’s 
Managing Partner and has a wealth of experience in complex business litigation. He has represented clients 
in lawsuits and claims involving legal malpractice, contract disputes, class actions, misappropriation of trade 
secrets, deceptive or fraudulent sales practices, antitrust, business torts and numerous other commercial 
disputes. Doug represents both plaintiffs and defendants in state and federal courts in Texas. He has 
represented clients ranging from Fortune 100 Corporations to some of the largest law firms in Texas, to 
individuals involved in business disputes. 

Tom Downey, Director, Ireland Stapleton (Colorado): Tom is a regulatory attorney with significant 
experience as both a government official and private attorney. Tom helps his clients navigate all aspects of 
regulatory law and is well-known for untangling complicated issues that are regulated by local, state, federal 
agencies. The majority of his practice consists of advising and representing corporate clients in the 
administrative, transactional, and disciplinary processes related to liquor licensing, legalized marijuana and 
professional licenses governed by the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies. 

Kelley Duke, Director, Ireland Stapleton (Colorado): Kelley is an experienced litigator and trial attorney who 
chairs the firm’s litigation practice group. Kelley’s practice includes serving as a lead advocate to national and 
international clients in complex commercial litigation matters. In addition, she serves as a strategic advisor 
and outside general counsel to multiple clients in diverse industries including, transportation, supply chain 
management, oil and gas, banking, marketing, and public relations, packaging and distribution, and fire 
protection districts. Kelley regularly practices before both state and federal courts, as well as the Colorado 
Public Utilities Commission. 

Peter Farley, Partner, McGuireWoods (Virginia): With significant experience in employment, benefits, and 
business and commercial litigation, Peter’s practice encompasses a diverse litigation background 
representing clients in many different matters. Over the course of his career, Peter has represented 
companies in federal and state courts and agencies, as well as handling litigation before the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission and the California Attorney General’s Office. He handles single-plaintiff, class-
action and collective action litigation; wage and hour audits; internal investigations; and employment advice 
and training.  

Andrew Freedman, Executive Director, Coalition for Cannabis Policy, Education, and Regulation; formerly 
in Colorado Gov. Hickenlooper’s Marijuana Czar: Andrew brings vast experience from his three years as the 
State of Colorado’s first Director of Cannabis Coordination. During this time, he developed distinctive 
experience effectively implementing voter-mandated legalized adult-use and medical cannabis while 
protecting public health, maintaining public safety, and keeping cannabis out of the hands of children. 
Andrew’s role in developing a successful operating model for cannabis regulation and stakeholder 
collaboration was identified as one of the reasons for the State of Colorado’s success in implementing adult-
use cannabis legalization by the Brookings Institution. Governor Hickenlooper has gone so far as to praise 
Andrew’s work while on national television, stating, “Andrew Freedman, who came in and helped us once it 
was passed . . . [has] done a remarkable job of creating a regulatory framework.” 
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Alexis Glascock, Of Counsel, Fennemore (Arizona): Alexis has served both as counsel to the President of the 
Arizona Senate and Assistant to the General Counsel of the Legislative Council and effectively drafted and 
ensured the passage of complex legislation and was instrumental in halting or modifying legislation contrary 
to the interest of the majority caucus. While at the Legislative Council, Alexis co-authored a motion to protect 
the legislative privilege of legislative documents related to the national tobacco litigation, second chaired the 
hearing on the motion, and reviewed over 3,000 legal opinions to create a searchable data system and 
summary of these opinions.  

Michael Goswami, Member, Rose Law Firm (Arkansas): Since the passage of the Arkansas Medical 
Marijuana Amendment of 2016, Michael has become one of the state’s top attorneys to advise participants in 
the state’s medical marijuana industry. Prior to law school, Michael interned with the San Francisco District 
Attorney’s Office in the Gang Task Force Unit and during law school, he worked with various prominent firms 
in Arkansas as a law clerk. He served as a judicial extern for the Honorable Ben T. Barry in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Western District of Arkansas and as a legislative extern for Congressman Steve Womack (AR-3).  

Maria Guthrie, Director, Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter (Ohio): Maria’s bankruptcy and insolvency practices 
focuses on creditors’ rights, bankruptcy litigation, commercial foreclosures and receiverships, and business 
litigation matters. In addition, she has more than twenty years of experience working  on a wide range of 
business, real estate, and litigation matters.  

Fabio Guzmán Saladin, Partner, Guzmán Ariza (Dominican Republic): Fabio is Chair of the firm’s corporate 
practice and President of the Dominican-German Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Tourism (CC-DA). He 
represents large American, Latin American, Canadian, European and Asian corporations and investment 
funds in a wide range of corporate and finance transactions, cross-border acquisitions and joint ventures. 
Fabio is also a one of the top lawyers in the Dominican Republic in bankruptcy and restructuring matters.  

David (Neil) Hittinger, Jr., Member, Eckert Seamans (Pennsylvania): Neil’s practice includes business 
counseling, gaming, hospitality, and regulated substances. As a member of the firm’s Business Division, Neil 
advises clients on an array of issues in both state and federal courts as well as before administrative agencies 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Mark Leonard, General Counsel, Jelly Belly Candy: Mark oversees all litigation and corporate matters related 
to intellectual property, e-commerce, inbound and outbound licensing, marketing, international distributors, 
and ingredient and packaging regulatory compliance. Prior to joining the company, Mark was a partner in a 
boutique law firm specializing in areas of trademark, copyright, e-commerce, litigation, and art-law. 

Sarah Marmor, Partner, Scharf Banks Marmor (Illinois: Chicago): Sarah’s practice includes employment law, 
complex business litigation, and life sciences/product liability. She has tried complex cases throughout the 
United States, in state courts in Illinois, Colorado, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas and in federal courts in 
Illinois, Michigan, California and New York. Sarah heads the Firm's Employment Counseling and Litigation 
Practice. Her employment law experience comprises counseling in all aspects of this discipline, including 
discrimination claims, wage and hour issues, background checks, leave policies and law, diversity initiatives, 
and employment contracts and non-compete and related restrictive covenant matters.  
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Jonathan McCardle, Partner, Featherstonhaugh, Wiley & Clyne (New York): Jonathan has developed 
extensive knowledge and experience in the areas of complex litigation, lobbying compliance, administrative 
law, and government relations. As an attorney, Jonathan is a skilled courtroom and appellate advocate who 
has represented clients before the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and other tribunals 
across New York State. His legal practice focuses on representing private interests before New York State 
government along with procurement bid protests.  

Robert L. Rieger, Jr., Partner, Adams and Reese (Louisiana): Rob advises clients in government relations and 
related litigation matters in Louisiana and Washington, D.C. He focuses his practice on the needs of 
individuals and companies in the public utility, telecommunications, electricity generation, and health care 
industries as well as addressing corporate law, governmental ethics, campaign finance and general 
administrative law issues. He devises and implements legislative and litigation solutions designed to curb 
agency overreach and promote a level playing field for entities subject to governmental or professional 
licensing or regulation. 

Susan Kohn Ross, Partner, Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp (California: Los Angeles): Su’s practice focuses on 
compliance whether dealing with Cybersecurity/Privacy or International Trade. She deals with regulatory, 
civil and criminal issues. Her clients come to her for assistance to solve current challenges, but also to identify 
and manage risk. 

Stephanie Scharf, Partner, Scharf Banks Marmor (Illinois: Chicago): Stephanie represents corporate clients 
and government entities in litigation and  arbitration in a wide range of commercial disputes, class action 
defense, product liability and mass tort defense, insurance coverage for corporate policyholders, and 
employment litigation. In three decades of representing clients in federal and state courts, Stephanie has 
tried civil and criminal jury and bench trials, has managed the pre-trial, trial and appellate phases of litigation, 
and has overseen the resolution of multiple commercial disputes and complex tort actions. Stephanie 
frequently counsels companies on ways to avoid litigation and mitigate risks at the product or enterprise 
level. 

Gerald Shelley, Director, Fennemore (Arizona): Gerald practices in the areas of commercial bankruptcy, 
litigation and business restructuring and reorganization. He has handled insolvency and reorganization cases 
in a variety of industries, including real estate, agriculture, mining, transportation, retail, franchising and 
licensing, health care, manufacturing, non-profit, and e-commerce. He represents lenders, secured and 
unsecured, committees, debtors, trustees, examiners, purchasers, and other parties affected by or connected 
to an insolvency or bankruptcy. He has also handled cross-border insolvency issues involving Canada, Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America (where his Spanish fluency assists.) 

James Speakman, Managing Partner, Clark Wilson (Vancouver): As the Managing Partner of the firm, James 
leads the team of determined lawyers who serve clients with efficient and effective solutions. He draws on 
his business and legal experiences to help the firm grow and meet the needs of diverse and dynamic clients 
who span an array of business sectors in British Columbia, Canada and in the United States. 

 

 

https://www.adamsandreese.com/people/robert-rieger
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Erica Tarpey, Managing Partner, Ireland Stapleton (Colorado): Erica is the firm’s Managing Director, the first 
woman to hold this position. She is a skilled business attorney with experience in a wide variety of matters 
including corporate governance, business formation, SEC compliance, and corporate finance and has handled 
various employment matters, including non-competition and non-solicitation agreements, training, and 
investigations. 

Steve Tugend, Director, Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter (Ohio): Steve chairs the firm’s government affairs practice 
where he zealously lobbies at the federal, state and local level for his clients. During his tenure at the firm, he 
has successfully lobbied for decreased regulation on manufacturers, fought to preserve the ability of 
Transportation Improvement Districts (TIDs) to efficiently advance economic development projects and has 
brought clients' priorities to Washington, D.C., securing legislative support. Recently, Steve was appointed by 
the Ohio Speaker of the House to be a member of his Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) and Military 
Affairs Task Force. 

Alice van der Schee, Partner, Van Benthem & Keulen (The Netherlands): Alice leads the firm’s Restructuring 
& Insolvency practice group. She is often appointed as administrator in moratoriums of payments and as 
insolvency practitioner in bankruptcies. She was appointed in some high-profile bankruptcies, such as TCN 
Urop SE and Koops Furness N.V. 

Cliff Webster, Director, Carney Badley Spellman (Washington): Cliff has represented businesses and 
professional trade associations before the state legislature and a variety of state agencies on matters related 
to taxation, liability, health care, communications, insurance, transportation, environmental regulation, 
government procurement, business regulation and professional licensing. He has been called one of a 
handful of “lobbyists to call to get things done” in the state capital by Washington Law & Politics and the 
magazine profiled him as one of five lobbyists “whose high levels of integrity, know-how and people skills 
have garnered [him] respect and influence on both sides of the aisle.”   

Susan Wissink, Director & Management Committee Member, Fennemore (Arizona): Susan helps her clients 
reach their goals in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, entity formation, loans, and general corporate 
matters. In numerous complex transactions, she has represented both buyers and sellers, including asset and 
stock-based acquisitions and sales, mergers, and other business reorganizations. 

 

 


