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John Albright is senior vice president of global legal and compliance and corporate secretary of SymphonyIRI 
Group.  In this role, he is responsible for overseeing the worldwide legal affairs of the company, as well as advising 
the executive team and board of directors on strategic and corporate governance matters. Prior to joining 
SymphonyIRI Group, Mr. Albright served as vice president, general counsel and corporate secretary of Accenture 
HR Services, Inc. He is a graduate of the Vanderbilt Law School.  
 
Stephanie Arkin is a director at UBS AG, where she is the lead for legal sourcing in the Americas.  During the last 
three years, she has led various aspects of LPO sourcing in the Americas and EMEA as well as initiatives with 
respect to US law firms.  Previously, she worked in IT sourcing at UBS and in numerous roles in state and municipal 
government, including as administrative deputy for the City of Chicago Law Department.  Stephanie received a B.A. 
from the University of Pennsylvania, an M.A. in Public Policy from Duke University, and an M.B.A. from the 
University of Chicago. 
 
Mike Bailey is a partner in Parsons, Behle & Latimer (UT), where he concentrates his practice on governmental 
affairs, lobbying and political law. His governmental affairs practice includes extensive lobbying at the Utah State 
Legislature, as well as petitioning county and city governments throughout the State of Utah. In the area of election 
law, Mr. Bailey represented 37 former members of Congress before the United States Supreme Court in the 
landmark case, McConnell v. FEC. He is a graduate of the J. Reuben Clark School of Law at Brigham Young University. 
 
Laurel Bellows is managing partner of The Bellows Law Group in Chicago, where she counsels senior executives 
around the world on employment matters such as employment contracts, executive compensation, severance 
agreements and workplace disputes. Ms. Bellows is also currently president of the American Bar Association. She 
has served as chairman of the ABA’s House of Delegates and as president of the Chicago Bar Association and the 
National Council of Bar Presidents. American Lawyer magazine selected Ms. Bellows as one of seven women 
nationally who contributed most to the advancement of women in the legal profession. She is a graduate of the 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law. 
 
Mark Berkoff chairs Neal Gerber & Eisenberg's (Chicago) financial restructuring and bankruptcy practice group.  
He regularly represents debtors and creditors’ committees in complex commercial Chapter 11 cases in many 
diverse industries. He has handled all aspects of the Chapter 11 proceeding from pre-bankruptcy planning through 
plan confirmation and post-confirmation matters. Mr. Berkoff is recognized in Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business as one of the country’s leading bankruptcy and insolvency lawyers. He is a graduate of the 
University of Chicago Law School.   
 
Herman Bodewes is a partner in Giffin, Winning, Cohen & Bodewes (IL) and a recognized leader in the areas of 
general business law, governmental law, lobbying, regulatory affairs, and complex estate planning. He was 
nominated for the Leading Lawyers Network by his peers for his excellence in the area of association law, as well as 
governmental, municipal, lobbying and administrative law. Mr. Bodewes has been a lobbyist in the State of Illinois 
for over 35 years, during which time he has represented major trade associations and other businesses, appeared 
before legislative hearings on a wide range of legislative initiatives, and drafted numerous laws now in effect in 
Illinois. He is a graduate of the Saint Louis University School of Law. 
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Christopher Bogart co-founded Burford and serves as chief executive officer of Burford Group Limited. Previously, 
he served as executive vice president and general counsel of Time Warner Inc., managing one of the largest legal 
departments in the world, with more than 350 lawyers. He also served as chief executive officer of Time Warner 
Cable Ventures and one of four senior executives operating Time Warner Cable, Time Warner’s largest business, 
with $9 billion in revenue and 30,000 employees. Mr. Bogart came to Time Warner from the New York law firm of 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore where he was a trial lawyer representing companies such as IBM, GE and Time Warner. 
He is a graduate of the University of Western Ontario Faculty of Law. 
 
Robyn Collver is senior vice president, secretary and general counsel for Canadian Tire. She provides legal advice 
and legislative compliance services to the corporation, its board and its subsidiaries. Ms. Collver has over 20 years 
of experience practicing law and joined Canadian Tire in 2002 as associate general counsel. Prior to that, she 
provided external counsel to Canadian Tire as a partner in the Canadian law firm of Cassels Brock. Ms. Collver holds 
a law degree from the University of Toronto. 
 
Jeffrey Cooper has been practicing law for more than 30 years and has been with Carella, Byrne, Cecchi, Olstein, 
Brody & Agnello (NJ) since January 1990.  Mr. Cooper currently chairs the firm's bankruptcy and creditor's rights 
practice.  He has co-authored the New Jersey section of West’s® Bankruptcy Exemption Manual and speaks regularly 
at the annual New Jersey Bankruptcy Bench Bar Conference.  Mr. Cooper has served as a master of the New Jersey 
Bankruptcy Inn of Court and has served as a member of the Merit Selection Panel, which recommends Bankruptcy 
Court appointees to the Third Circuit Court of Appeals.  He is a graduate of the Cornell Law School. 
 
Vicki Donati is general counsel of Euromarket Designs, Inc. (Crate & Barrel and CB2), a chain of retail stores 
headquartered in Northbrook, Illinois, specializing in housewares, indoor and outdoor furniture, and home 
accessories.  She is chiefly responsible for overseeing the company’s legal affairs, as well as handling its intellectual 
property, commercial litigation and licensing matters.  Ms. Donati was selected in 2006 to receive the Chicago Law 
Bulletin's 40 Under 40 Award.  She received her J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law.  
 
John Duck joined Adams and Reese (LA) in 1979 as a summer associate and came back the following year as an 
attorney, after passing the bar. Mr. Duck has served two terms as chairman of the firm’s executive committee. He is 
a former team leader of the commercial restructuring and bankruptcy team. His practice focuses on complex 
corporate restructuring matters in both bankruptcy and non-bankruptcy contexts. Mr. Duck has served as senior 
vice chairman of the Urban League of Greater New Orleans and vice chairman of the New Orleans Ballet Association. 
He is a graduate of the Tulane University Law School. 
 
Jonathan Gillard specializes in commercial property and overseas investment at Wynn Williams (NZ), where he co-
leads the specialist commercial property team. He has more than 20 years’ experience in commercial property 
acquisitions and disposals and leasing, investment in New Zealand, commercial contracts, rural property and trusts. 
Mr. Gillard represents a number of leading commercial property developers, investors and corporate entities and 
has been advising overseas investors and business migrants for more than 10 years. He is a graduate of the 
University of Canterbury School of Law. 
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Michael Goldman specializes in working with start-ups, troubled companies, and other companies experiencing 
resource shortages or involved in legal disputes.  He has been part of dozens of business restructurings and has 
qualified as an expert witness in both state and federal courts on topics related to insolvency, business valuation, 
fraud, forensic accounting, internal controls, management competency, lost profits, marital dissolution, and 
commercial damages.  He received a Master of Management degree with majors in accounting and finance from the 
J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern University. 
 
K.C. Groves is co-managing director of Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe (CO) and vice chairman of State Capital 
Group.  His practice focuses on complex commercial litigation of all types.  Since 1991, he has successfully 
represented companies and individuals in jury trials, bench trials, appeals, arbitrations, mediations, regulatory 
proceedings and litigation-avoidance strategies.  He is a graduate of the University of Colorado School of Law. 
 
Vivek Hatti is client director at CPA Global, where he works with corporations and law firms to create, manage and 
deliver cost-effective solutions in the areas of e-discovery, litigation support, transactions support, and contract 
management.  Prior to joining CPA Global, Mr. Hatti spent over ten years at Spriggs & Hollingsworth and Arter & 
Hadden, litigating complex commercial, financial, and products liability cases before state and federal courts.  He is a 
graduate of George Washington University Law School. 
 
Penny Hobbs is a partner and chairman of the health law practice group at McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore (TX) and 
chairman of State Capital Group.  In addition to representing a broad range of health care industry clients, she also 
practices employment law and transactional law.  Ms. Hobbs offers the unique perspective and practical experience 
she gained in a 20-year career as a nurse, combined with a master’s degree in business.  She is also a certified 
mediator and trained arbitrator.  She received a B.S.N. from the University of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston, an M.B.A. from the University of Houston, and a J.D. from the University of Houston Law Center. 
 
Sherry Kaufield joined Joint Commission Resources in 2004 with over 30 years of experience in health care. She 
oversees JCI international consulting and education services in over 80 countries, collaborating regularly with JCI r 
regional managing directors in Singapore, Dubai, Milan, and Ferney-Voltaire, France. Ms. Kaulfield has advised both 
domestic and international healthcare organizations in the areas of standards compliance, accreditation readiness 
and patient safety and quality improvement. She has traveled extensively and worked with multiple clients in 
Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and Latin America. Ms. Kaufield received her M.A. from Vermont College. 
 
Michael Kelber is a partner in Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg (Chicago), where he represents and counsels individuals 
and corporations in all aspects of intellectual property law and related transactions and litigation. He has 
represented clients in copyright, trademark and patent litigation, including seeking and defending temporary 
restraining orders, preliminary injunctions and summary judgment motions. Mr. Kelber has prepared and 
prosecuted numerous U.S. and foreign patent and trademark applications. He has also drafted and negotiated 
patent, trademark and software development licenses, and information technology outsourcing and development 
agreements, as well as music and book publishing agreements and film and video production and distribution 
agreements.  He is a graduate of the Chicago-Kent College of Law. 
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Patrick (Pat) King is a partner in Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg (Chicago), where he provides counsel relating to 
compliance and litigation, primarily in the areas of futures, derivatives and securities. He has represented clients in 
litigation, including state and federal jury and non-jury trials, arbitrations before various exchanges and other self-
regulatory organizations, as well as enforcement proceedings.  Mr. King has counseled clients regarding compliance 
with federal and state securities and commodities regulations, including public and private securities offerings. He 
received his J.D. from The John Marshall Law School. 
 
Natasha Korecki is an award-winning journalist who covers politics for the Chicago Sun-Times. She previously 
covered the federal courts for the Sun-Times, including the trials of former governors Rod Blagojevich and George 
Ryan. Ms. Korecki authored both "The Blago Blog," which gained a national following during the former governor's 
trial, and "Eye on Rezko,” a blog detailing the trial of political donor Tony Rezko. Ms. Korecki broke key stories in the 
Blagojevich probe, including those involving the attempted sale of President Barack Obama's U.S. Senate seat.  Ms. 
Korecki received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in journalism from the University of Illinois. 
 
Beckie Krantz is CEO of Legicrawler, which tracks state and federal legislation and regulations in the U.S. and 
Canada using cloud and social networking applications and data analytics to bring businesses and associations the 
most robust government relations solutions available. Ms. Krantz founded Krantz News Service, parent company of 
Legicrawler, in 1989. She managed Project Hermes for the American Bar Association and was previously director of 
research for Washington Friends of Higher Education.  She received her J.D. from Seattle University School of Law. 
 
The Honorable Lisa Madigan became the first woman elected to serve as Illinois Attorney General in November 
2002.  She is also the first Illinois Attorney General in over 25 years personally to argue a case before the U.S. 
Supreme Court (Illinois v. Caballes), in which the Court upheld the ability of law enforcement to detect the presence 
of illegal drugs during traffic stops. Ms. Madigan received the John F. Kennedy New Frontier Award in 2005, an 
honor presented annually to an American elected official whose contributions in office demonstrate the impact and 
value of public service in the spirit of President Kennedy. In 2010, she was elected to her third term as Attorney 
General, becoming the senior-most female Attorney General in the country.  Ms. Madigan received her J.D. from 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law.  
 
John Mellott is an advisor in the Atlanta office of Bain & Company, a global business consulting firm. His 
responsibilities include practice development in the Southeast, as well as a focus on the media sector on a global 
basis.  Mr. Mellott has served as CEO, CFO, chief development and strategy officer and treasurer of large 
multinational corporations and most recently was publisher of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. He earned his 
baccalaureate degree in accounting and management from Case Western Reserve University and is also a Certified 
Public Accountant. 
 
Mark Miller is a partner in the Chicago office of Barnes & Thornburg (IN) and a member of the firm's litigation 
department. His practice is concentrated on commercial litigation matters including commercial disputes, defending 
the quality and integrity of client products, defending class actions, and regulatory compliance. Mr. Miller 
represents large national and international companies, as well as Fortune 200 companies across a variety of 
industries.  He earned his J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law. 
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D. William (Bill) Moreau is a partner in Barnes & Thornburg (IN), where he chairs the firm's interdisciplinary 
higher education practice group.  Trained as a litigator and appellate advocate, Mr. Moreau served former U.S. 
Senator Evan Bayh as his deputy secretary of state and chief of staff, gubernatorial transition director, chief of staff, 
and legislative director.  Early in his career, he served on both sides of Capitol Hill, including handling 
environmental and energy issues for U.S. Senator Birch Bayh during his last term.  He is a graduate of the 
Georgetown University Law Center and former chairman of State Capital Group. 
 
Gary Munneke is the author or editor of numerous books and articles in the areas of law practice management, 
professional responsibility, legal careers, and lawyer training.  At Pace Law School, he teaches courses in 
professional responsibility, law practice management and a seminar on the legal profession. He was most recently 
chosen by the American Bar Association Law Practice Management Section to receive the prestigious Samuel Smith 
Award.  A graduate of the University of Texas School of Law, Mr. Munneke is a member of the Texas and 
Pennsylvania Bars, and the New York State Bar Association. 
 
Charles (Chuck) Palmer is a partner in Troutman Sanders (GA), where he provides client representation before 
state and federal legislative bodies and regulatory agencies, as well as in government permitting, licensing, 
franchising, contracting, zoning and related development matters.  He also represents clients in the 
telecommunications, transportation, electric utility and golf industries. Mr. Palmer is also a member of the firm's 
information management team.  He is a graduate of the Emory University School of Law and former chairman of 
State Capital Group.   
 
David (Dave) Poisson became CEO of State Capital Group in 2011.  Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of 
Howe Anderson & Steyer in Washington, DC.  Mr. Poisson was elected by Loudoun County voters to two terms in the 
Virginia General Assembly, during which time he served as deputy House minority whip.  He was also legislative 
director and chief counsel to the late U.S. Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served as chief of staff 
and counsel to then-U.S. Representative, now Assistant Senate Majority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois.  He 
received his J.D. from the James E. Rogers College of Law at the University of Arizona. 
 
Philip (Phil) Rosenthal is president, chairman, and co-founder of Fastcase, which Forbes magazine has called “a 
fundamental break from the way legal research has been performed since the mid-1700’s.”  Mr. Rosenthal began his 
career as a physicist, studying string theory and cosmology.  He then became a nuclear and patent attorney at 
Covington & Burling in Washington, DC.  Mr. Rosenthal earned his J.D. at Harvard Law School, where he assisted 
Professor Arthur Miller in updating the classic treatise, Federal Practice and Procedure. 
 
David Saltz is senior vice president and partner at Fleishman-Hillard, where he current chairs its global litigation 
communication practice.  He has more than 30 years’ experience in public relations, government and journalism, 
with a strong focus on crisis, issues and reputation management, litigation and labor communication, media 
relations and media training. Mr. Saltz spent two years in the Clinton Administration as press secretary to Secretary 
of Labor Alexis M. Herman. He also served as the AFL-CIO’s principal spokesperson on Capitol Hill from 1991 to 
1997. Mr. Saltz received his baccalaureate degree from Washington University in St. Louis. 
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Anthony Sebok is professor of law at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University. Previously, he 
was the Centennial Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Research at Brooklyn Law School, where he taught for 
15 years. An expert on mass torts, litigation finance, comparative tort law, and legal philosophy, he was a Fellow in 
the Program in Law and Public Affairs at Princeton University. He is the author of Legal Positivism in American 
Jurisprudence and is co-editor of The Philosophy of Law: A Collection of Essays. His casebook, Tort Law: 
Responsibilities and Redress, is used at several leading law schools. He received his J.D. from Yale Law School.   
 
Melissa Sykes is a partner in McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore (TX), where she concentrates her practice on 
representing electric-energy industry clients in transactional, regulatory and policy matters. Her experience 
includes representation of electric cooperative clients before the Public Utility Commission in rulemaking 
proceedings and contested cases, as well as legislative and policy matters. In addition to electric cooperatives, Ms. 
Sykes represents clients in Texas’ emerging renewable energy industry, including landowners in wind and solar 
lease negotiations, and renewable energy companies seeking to locate in Texas.  She is a graduate of the University 
of Texas School of Law. 
 
Karen Lee (Kitt) Turner is a member of Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott (PA), where she focuses her practice on 
bankruptcy, debtor/creditor, banking, and commercial law, including commercial litigation and lender liability. Her 
practice covers the full range of commercial litigation and bankruptcy, from small personal Chapter 11 cases to 
large national cases. Ms. Turner has also been involved in resolution, workout and reorganization of distressed 
loans and investments in both the commercial and real estate areas, including matters involving the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, the Resolution Trust Company and distressed debt buyers who acquired troubled loans. She 
received her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law. 
 
Cliff Webster is a principal with Carney Badley Spellman (WA), where he heads the firm's legislative and 
administrative practice group. Since joining the firm in 1983, he has represented businesses and trade associations 
before the state legislature and a variety of state agencies on matters related to taxation, liability, health care, 
communications, insurance, transportation, government procurement, business regulation and professional 
licensing. Mr. Webster previously worked for U.S. Senator Slade Gorton (R-WA) and was chief deputy prosecuting 
attorney in Chelan County, Washington.  He is a graduate of Gonzaga University School of Law and former chairman 
of State Capital Group. 
 
Clay Wortham is an associate with McBrayer, McGinnis, Leslie & Kirkland (KY). He provides health law regulatory 
and transactional advice to health care providers and related entities including hospitals, pharmaceutical 
companies, health plans and physician groups. Mr. Wortham also counsels non-health care clients doing business in 
the health care industry on compliance with the Anti-Kickback Statute, Stark Law, HIPAA and state privacy laws, 
and corporate practice of medicine restrictions. He received his J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law. 
 


